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Remarks on the Return of United
States Navy Aircraft Crewmembers
From China
April 12, 2001

Good afternoon. A short time ago I had
the opportunity to speak to the 24 members
of our United States flightcrew and welcome
them home to America.

I told them they represent the best of
American patriotism and service to their
country. They did their duty with honor and
with great professionalism. They are a re-
minder of the debt of gratitude all Americans
owe to the men and women who wear our
country’s uniform and who voluntarily risk
their lives in the service of freedom.

We are proud of our crew. And I am glad
that they will be with their families this
Easter weekend.

I know I speak for all Americans in saluting
their courage and the extraordinary skill of
the pilot, Navy Lieutenant Osborn, who
guided the severely damaged aircraft to an
emergency landing that saved 24 lives.

We’re looking forward to talking with the
flightcrew about exactly how the accident
happened. From all the evidence we have
seen, the United States aircraft was operating
in international airspace in full accordance
with all laws, procedures, and regulations and
did nothing to cause the accident.

The United States and China have agreed
that representatives of our Governments will
meet on April 18th to discuss the accident.
I will ask our United States representative
to ask the tough questions about China’s re-
cent practice of challenging United States
aircraft operating legally in international air-
space.

Reconnaissance flights are a part of a com-
prehensive national security strategy that
helps maintain peace and stability in our
world. During the last 11 days, the United
States and China have confronted strong
emotions, deeply held and often conflicting
convictions, and profoundly different points
of view. China’s decision to prevent the re-
turn of our crew for 11 days is inconsistent
with the kind of relationship we have both
said we wish to have.

As we move forward, the United States
and China will no doubt again face difficult

issues and fundamental disagreements. We
disagree on important basic issues such as
human rights and religious freedom. At
times, we have different views about the path
to a more stable and secure Asian-Pacific re-
gion.

We have different values, yet common in-
terests in the world. We agree on the impor-
tance of trade, and we want to increase pros-
perity for our citizens. We want the citizens
of both our countries to enjoy the benefits
of peace in the world, so we need to work
together on global security problems, such
as preventing the spread of weapons of mass
destruction.

I will always stand squarely for American
interests and American values. And those will
no doubt sometimes cause disagreements
with China. Yet, I will approach our dif-
ferences in a spirit of respect.

The kind of incident we have just been
through does not advance a constructive rela-
tionship between our two countries. Both the
United States and China must make a deter-
mined choice to have a productive relation-
ship that will contribute to a more secure,
more prosperous, and more peaceful world.

I know I speak for all Americans when I
say, welcome home to our flightcrew. I want
to thank the families for your patience and
for your sacrifice, and I wish all my fellow
Americans a rich and meaningful Easter and
Passover.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Shane Osborn, USN.

Statement on Federal Regulations on
Privacy of Medical Records
April 12, 2001

Today I directed Secretary Thompson to
allow a Federal rule that will protect the pri-
vacy of medical information for millions of
Americans to become effective. For the first
time, patients will have full access to their
medical records and more control over how
their personal information will be used and
disclosed. The rule also provides a clear ave-
nue of recourse for those Americans whose
medical privacy has been compromised.
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This rule will help address patients’ grow-
ing concerns regarding medical privacy. Al-
though impressive advances in medicine and
information technology have helped make
America’s health care system the best in the
world, our new technologies have at times
made it more difficult to protect personal
medical information. I believe that we must
protect both vital health care services and the
right of every American to have confidence
that his or her personal medical records will
remain private.

I recognize that legitimate concerns have
been raised about the current rule, which I
share, such as parents’ concern that the rule
limits their right to have access to their chil-
dren’s medical records. I have asked Sec-
retary Thompson to recommend appropriate
modifications to the rule to address these
concerns and to ensure that patients receive
the highest quality of health care. Improving
our health care system while protecting the
confidentiality of patient records will con-
tinue to be an important goal of my adminis-
tration.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance
With United Nations Security
Council Resolutions
April 12, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with various resolutions
adopted by the United Nations Security
Council. The last report, consistent with Pub-
lic Law 102–1, was transmitted on January
19, 2001.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this letter.

Message on the Observance
of Easter
April 13, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all those observing Easter. On this day,
Christians around the world join in cele-
brating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God and Son of Man.

For Christians everywhere, Easter is a day
when, in the words of the ancient Exultet
hymn, the earth ‘‘rejoices in shining splen-
dor, radiant in the brightness of its King.’’
It is a time to be humbled by and grateful
for God’s sacrifice and boundless love and
to rejoice in the sheer wonder of life and
the promise of victory over death.

Easter comes at the end of the Lenten sea-
son, a period of penitence and solemnity in
many Christian traditions. The Lenten sea-
son prepares Christ’s followers for the joyous
affirmation that ‘‘Christ is Risen!’’ Holy Week
activities, including Palm Sunday, Holy
Thursday, and Good Friday, remind the
faithful of the events leading up to Jesus’ cru-
cifixion and resurrection.

Many traditions associated with Easter
have become a part of our American way of
life. Although these customs may differ, the
universal message of Easter draws all Chris-
tian communities together. As families and
friends gather to celebrate, we renew our
commitment to follow the example of Jesus
Christ in loving our neighbors and giving of
ourselves for others. On this joyous day, let
us also remember all those in need and those
Christians around the world who are per-
secuted for their faith.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes for
a wonderful Easter.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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